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Sherwood: Alpine Footballers in the New World

Alpine Footballers
in the Ne-w World:
Swiss Influence on
Soccer in the United States
by Robert Sherwood

When one thinks of Swiss sports, soccer is not the first to come
to mind. Images of Roger Federer or Martina Hingis holding aloft a
Grand Slam of tennis trophy cross the mind or perhaps Fabian Cancellara, the most dominant Time Trialist in the professional cycling
peleton today. Maybe Simmon Amman, the Swiss ski jumper who was
dubbed "Swiss Miss" by Bob Costas of NBC Sports during the Winter
Olympics where he was so successful. It is even possible that some will
say one of the notable skiers from the Alpine nation, Dider Couche, or
Carlos Janka to name only a few of the most recent crop. 1 Most Swiss
soccer fans could name the stars of many other nations' national teams,
past and present, but how many could name even one Swiss soccer
player? How many can you name?
The Swiss soccer team has quietly built a reputation as a boring
team that lacks flash but somehow manages to get things accomplished,
which to be honest is what people are rewarded for. They qualified
for the last four of the last five major international tournaments available: World Cup 2010, World Cup 2006, and the European Championships (Euro) 2008 and Euro 2004. Granted Euro 2008 was hosted by
the Swiss, so qualification was easy! Another brief note, in World Cup
2006, the Swiss became the first team in World Cup history to not allow
a goal, and still be eliminated. They lost on penalty kicks to Ukraine in
round 16. Despite all of this accomplishment, people commented the
team was not very good, nor exciting.
1
If you look at the winners of the Swiss Male Athlete of the Year, an award given
since 1950, there has been only one Football playing winner of the award and that was
Alfred Bickel in 1953. There have been 10 cyclists, 18 involved with track and field, 10
skiers, and even someone who shot for their sport.
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The goal of this article is not to try to dissuade the view of the
present Swiss National Team, but to look at its past. There are many
very interesting moments in Swiss soccer history, including some
which include the United States. As we look at the history of the Swiss
National Soccer Team, we see moments of greatness and moments of
shame. There are also moments of overwhelming surprise and underwhelming performances.
Soccer in Switzerland received an early start as compared to most
of the continent of Europe. As early as the 1850s, there are reports of
games between the Swiss and English students in Swiss university
and technological cities such as Geneve, Lausanne, and Zurich. In
1860, the Lausanne Football and Cricket Club was established as the
first sports club in Switzerland. In 1869, Ecole de la Chatelaine in
Geneve followed soon after. 2 Also in the 1860s, the Geneva Cricket
Club started playing soccer.3 The founding of the earliest Swiss soccer
clubs is debated, but it is either Lausanne Football and Cricket Club
or the Geneve Cricket Club.
The formal organization of Swiss Soccer began on April 7, 1895,
in Olten. There were 11 soccer clubs present who agreed to organize an oversight body called The Swiss Football Association (ASV /
ASP). The original 11 were Lausanne-Football and Cricket Club,
FC La Villa Ouchy (a suburb of Lausanne), Neuchatel Rovers FC,
Yverdon FC, FC Excelsior Zurich, FC Saint-Gall, Grasshopper-Club
Zurich (GCZ), FC Baseler, Anglo-American FC Zurich, FC Chatelaine Geneve, and Villa Longchamp Lausanne. 4 These clubs laid the
groundwork and expectations for how the new league would work
and how champions would be determined. Of the 11 clubs present
at the beginning of the ASP, some are now defunct, but most remain
a vital part of the Swiss soccer landscape today in varying degrees.
The heavy British influence on early Swiss soccer is evident in the
names of four of the clubs.
2

Goldblatt, David. The Ball is Round: A Global History of Soccer (Riverhead
Books: N.Y,, 2006), p. 138. This book is a wonderful and incredibly researched as well
as a readable social and cultural history of soccer through the world. Hereafter: Ball is
Round.
3
The Soccer Book: The Sport, The Teams, The Cups (DK: N.Y., 2009), p. 191.
Hereafter: Soccer Book.
http://www.football.ch/sfv/fr/Geschichte_SFV.aspx ?v News= 1&newslD= 13,
June 27, 2009.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol49/iss1/4
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The Swiss Cup, a knockout competition that included many teams
from both the professional and amateur, was first contested in 1925/1926
in which Grasshopper-Club Zurich (GCZ) defeated FC Bern, 2-1 in the
championship match. The first international match was against France
in Paris on February 12, 1905. The French defeated the Swiss debutant
side 1-0. The French were also the first opponent for the Swiss in the
home international debut. Three years after their initial encounter, on
March 8, 1908, the French defeated the Swiss 1-2 at the Stade des Charmilles in Geneva, with Franken scoring the first ever Swiss goal. One
final first was the initial victory for the Swiss National Team came at
the expense of another neighboring nation, that of Germany. Less than
a month after their first home match against France, the Swiss hosted
their second home match in Basel against Germany. The match was
played at Stadion Landhof, and the Swiss emerged victorious 5-3. The
Swiss goals scores were a Pfeiffer who scored twice, Kampfer who also
had two goals, and Hug who scored one goal.5
The ASF was one of the founding members of the Federation
International de Football Association or FIFA which was created in
1904.6 In continuing the influence the Swiss had on the rest of the European football, here is a small sample of the way that Switzerland
influenced other European teams. One of the most successful and famous clubs in the world today was started by a Swiss. Hans Kamper (or
Gamper), a Swiss from Zurich moved to Barcelona and was the catalyst
for the creation of FC Barcelona. As the first captain of FC Basel 1893,
Kamper had a great influence over the decisions of FC Basel in its early
days. When he moved to Barcelona, Spain, for work, he took soccer
with him. In deciding the colors for the new team in Barcelona, he used
the colors that he was familiar with, those of FC Basel. One of the most
recognized jerseys and clubs in the world, that of FC Barcelona, is due
to Swiss Hans Kamper. 7
Henry Monnier, the son of a French Protestant banker, was raised
in Geneve and later in Liverpool. He finally settled down in Nimes,
France, where he founded the Sporting Club de Nimes. Walther Bennsemann who was the son of a German Jewish doctor was sent by his
father to attend a Swiss private school. In addition to an education, he
5

http://www.rsssf.com/tablesz/zwit-intres.htm, May 30, 2010.
Ball is Round, p. 138.
1
Soccer
Book,ScholarsArchive,
p. 191.
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learned to love soccer and eventually returned to Germany and started
Karlsruher SC. To the south in Italy, the Swiss had a large impact. Franz
Cali the captain of the first Italian national team was educated in Lausanne and developed his game there. The Italian football connection to
Switzerland was reinforced by Vitorio Pozzo, the founder of Torino FC
and coach of two Italian national teams and two world cup victories,
lived in Switzerland from 1908-1909 and played for GCZ reserve team.
Last, but not least, many of the northern Italian teams were run by Swiss
merchants including many of the more famous Italian clubs such as Inter Milano, Torino, Genoa. 8
Prior to the Great War, the Swiss National team amassed a less
than stellar international record of five wins, 18 losses, and four draws.9
Among these matches, the Swiss had remained close home for all of
their opponents with France, Belgium, Italy, Germany, England, and
Hungary as the opposition. Due to the infrequent training and matches
and Swiss National Team's record reflected their inconsistent play. For
example, on May 18, 1913, they defeated England 2-1 in Fribourg. On
the other hand, in a series of three matches from October 29, 1911, to
February 20, 1912, all played away from the Confederation, the Swiss
gave up 21 goals while only scoring three. 10 As the pre-war years drew
to a close, the Swiss had yet to make any real progress on the European
soccer scene. 11
As the waves of war swept through Europe in the spring, summer, and fall of 1914, the Swiss government declared their neutrality
and sought to remain outside of the conflict that would tear apart the
myth of civilization in Europe. Many Europeans felt themselves above
a destructive total war. How could the area of the world that gave us
Beethoven, Brahms, van Gogh, Descartes, and the other myriad of intellectuals and artists descend into a war that would rip the continent apart
and destroy the "flower of youth" in so many nations? Due to their dee8

Ibid., pp. 138-39.
In order to play for a National team, the players must be citizens of that nation,
or have a close direct ancestor who is a citizen. For example, one parent of two. It is also
possible to represent a national team without having a relative be a citizen, if the player
has been a naturalized citizen, and has not yet represented another nation in an official
match.
10
Hungary (9-0), France (4-1) and Belgium (9-2). http://www.rsssf.com/tablesz/
zwit-intres.htm, May 30, 2010.
11
Ibid.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol49/iss1/4
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laration of neutrality, the Swiss did continue to play some international
soccer. There were five international "friendlies" that the Swiss played
from January 31, 1915, to May 12, 1918.'2 Three of the matches were
against Austria, one against Hungary, and one against Italy.
The match versus Italy, held in Torino on January 31, 1915, ended
up in favor of Italy, 3-1. The Swiss goal was scored by Mr. P. Wyss.
According to the newspaper reports of the day, the match was well
played and, "After a valiant effort, the Italian team defeated the Swiss
by a score of 3-1. The two teams were greatly celebrated by the fans." 13
Due to demands of mobilization of the Swiss Military, the National
team did not reconvene for a match until two years later. The Christmas
season of 1917 saw a series of matches against Austria on December 23
and 26, 1917. The first match was played in Basel at Stadion Landhof
and the latter match at Stadion Hardturm in Zurich. The first match
saw an Austrian victory and the second was a 3-2 win for the Swiss. In
May 1918, the Swiss returned the favor and traveled to play a match in
Austria with a match in Hungary a few days later. These matches reflect
a very bizarre political situation. Why were Austria and Hungary selected? What made the Swiss side feel comfortable in going to the war
zone-to play a soccer match against two teams whose political empire
was crumbling around them? Further research is needed to clarify the
situation here. Whatever the reasons for playing, the matches were held
and the Swiss were defeated in both matches. The match against Austria, played in Vienna on May 9, saw the Swiss side succumb to a 5-1
defeat. The Swiss goal was scored by Keller. He also scored the only
goal in a 2-1 defeat at the hands of the Hungarians less than a week later
on May 12 in Budapest. It would not be until two years later that the
Swiss National team would reconvene for another match. 14
The 1920s were a time for tremendous growth of the Swiss
national team and for the organization of the sport in Switzerland.
On the domestic front, the game had grown from its humble beginnings. On the eve of the 1920s, there were 22 clubs in Switzerland and
12

The term "Friendly" implies that the result does not count. These matches are
seen as preparation for continental championships or the World Cup of soccer. Often the
Friendlies will be anything but friendly. When Mexico-US play, not only is it a big moneymaker, but nationalist feelings run deep. When Argentina and England play, the Falk·
land Islands War is inevitably discussed.
13
Journal de Geneve, Feb 1, 1915, p. 3.
14
http://www.rsssf.com/tablesz/zwit-intres.htm,
Dec. 18, 2010.
Published
by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2013
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20,000 registered players. Two clubs joined that year that have since
been very important in Swiss football, FC Sion and FC (later Neuchatel)
Xamax. 15
The National team continued to develop and started to see some
real progress, including one of its first successes on the international
scale. In 1920 alone, the Swiss played as many National team matches
as they had played in the previous five years-four were in Switzerland,
and one away. They played France, Italy, the Netherlands, and Germany
at home, and went to Sweden for the first time. In fact the match in
Stockholm on June 6 was the first time that the Swiss had won a match
in a nation that did not directly border Switzerland, and only the third
time they had ventured to a nation that was not directly adjacent to the
Confederation. A 0-2 setback to the French on February 29 (leap day)
in Geneva started the year off on the wrong foot, but the Swiss used
this match as a motivation to improve and would not taste defeat again
that year. The Swiss defeated in order: Italy, 3-0, in Bern on March 28;
the Netherlands, 2-1, on May 16 in Basel; Sweden, 1-0, in Stockholm
on June 6; and Germany, 4-1, in Zurich on June 27 .16 The win over
Germany was only the third ever by the Swiss over the Germans and it
was the first meeting between the neighbors since 1913. The matches
between the Swiss and the Netherlands and Sweden were also firsts for
the Swiss. These matches started a run of limited success for the Swiss
National team that would lead up to one of the great moments in Swiss
soccer-the Olympic Games in Paris in 1924.
The year 1921 saw four matches played with two draws against
familiar foes-Austria and Italy-along with losses to Italy and Netherlands. 1922 saw a victory against the Netherlands; draws against Hungary, Italy, and Germany, and a loss to Austria, 1-7. The following year
of 1923 saw a continued stagnation of the National team. In six matches,
they lost four and drew two. This was not the record that would inspire a
team, nor their fans to have believed that the team was about to embark
on one of the best finishes in Swiss soccer history. 17 In fact, this led
people to believe that the Swiss were heading for disaster.
The Olympic Games of 1924 were held in Paris, France. These
15

http://www.football.ch/sfv/fr/Geschichte_SFV.aspx ?vNews= 1&newslD= 11,
June 27, 2009.
16
·
http://www.rsssf.com/tablesz/zwit-intres.htm, Dec. 18, 2010.
17
http://www.rsssf.com/tablesz/zwit-intres.htm, Dec. 18, 2010.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol49/iss1/4
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games had quite a bit of innovation; they saw the first lane dividers
held up by corks in the swimming pool and the track was 500 meters
long instead of the standard 400-meter track now. In addition, Germany
was still banned from participating in the Olympic Games as punishment from the Great War. These were the games made famous by the
film "Chariots of Fire" and its depiction of the challenges faced by two
British runners: Eric Liddell and Harold Abrahams. In fact, in the same
400- meter run that would make Liddell famous, a Swiss Joseph Imbach
had set a new world record in a preliminary heat, only to slip and fall in
the finals, thus taking himself out of contention. Paul Martin did see a
little more success than Imbach by taking second to England's Douglas
Lowe in the 800-meter run. 18 The Swiss emerged with quite a number
of medals ranging in sports from track and field to freestyle wrestling,
and from rowing to gymnastics to shooting. 19
In addition to the success in other events, Switzerland sent its
soccer team to participate in the tournament. This event, held 14 years
before the first World Cup of Soccer represented the only event of a
major international character that existed for soccer teams. In the three
matches in preparation for the Olympic tournament, the Swiss had done
remarkably well. They defeated France in Geneva, 3-0, on March 23;
Denmark, 2-0, in Basel on April 20; and Hungary, 4-2, in Zurich on
May 18.20
The team was led by Max Abegglen who would eventually play 68
times for the Swiss national team.21 Abegglen and company opened the
Olympic tournament on May 25 in Paris in style by defeating an overmatched Lithuanian team, 9-0. Max Abegglen had three goals, while
Sturzenegger had four-Dietrich and Ramseyer each scored one. Three
days later, Dietrich scored a crucial goal in a match against Czechoslovakia that ended in a 1-1 draw. A replay was needed and the Swiss
emerged victorious 1-0 behind a goal by Pache. On June 2, the Swiss
met their old foe Italy in the quarterfinals. Behind goals by Sturzenegger and Max Abegglen, the Swiss emerged victorious, 2-1. The semi18

Chronicle of the Olympics. (DK Pub.: N.Y., 1998), pp. 45-47.
Ibid, pp. 237-240.
20
http://www.rsssf.com/tablesz/zwit-intres.htm, Dec. 18, 2010.
21
Radnedge, Keir, The World Encyclopedia of Soccer (Seven Oaks Press: Dubai,
UAE, 2000), p 86. This book is a very handy reference and used extensively to obtain the
basic background information of Switzerland's ventures on the men's world soccer stage.
Encyclopedia.
Hereafter: World
Published
by BYU
ScholarsArchive, 2013
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finals, held three days later in Paris, pitted the Swiss against Sweden
and behind MaxAbegglen who achieved two goals, the Swiss advanced
to the finals by defeating the Swedes, 2-1. The Swiss had played five
matches in just over 11 days. The three days' rest was not enough and
their opponent, Uruguay, proved too strong for the Swiss as they fell
0-3 in the Gold Medal match.22 Despite the loss to the Uruguayans, the
Swiss won the Silver medal! This series of unlikely victories proved to
be the high water mark for the Swiss National team for many years to
come. It would take 30 years for the Swiss National Team to advance
to the second round of a major international tournament.23 Despite the
loss to Uruguay, the Swiss could and according to the ASF do consider
the success in the Olympic Games an important watershed in Swiss
soccer. They came to participate in an international tournament and
accomplished much more than anyone thought possible. In fact, according to the ASF, the semi-finals took the place of an un-official European
Championship with the Swiss winning. This title is not recognized by
UEFA, but does help the Swiss look back on this tournament with extra
pride.24
Let's fast forward to the present, or at least the recent past and look
at the Swiss who have come to the United States to play soccer. There
are two basic types of Swiss players who have traditionally come to the
United States to play soccer, those coming for a college education, and
those at the end of their professional career. It is only in the past few
years that there had been a change in this demographic.
There is a tradition among athletes to try and hang on as long as
possible. If we look at the somewhat tortured saga of Brett Farve in
the National Football League, we can certainly see a visible example
of this. 25 Soccer players are no different. It has happened on many occasions that a former well known player will join a team in Qatar or
the United Arab Emiratis, for example, to continue their career and
get one last large paycheck. The desire to continue playing has even
22

http://www.rsssf.com/tablesz/zwit-intres.htm, Dec. 18, 2010.
World Encyclopedia, p. 26.
24
http://www.football.ch/sfv/fr/Geschichte_SFV.aspx?vNews=l &newsID=l 1,
June 27, 2009. UEFA is the acronym for the Union of European Football Association.
25
Schneck, Anthony. "Sportsology." 08/09/11. http://www.ology.com/sports/
rumors-peter-king-thinks-brett-favre-maybe-will-think-about-playing-possibly (accessed
09/01/11). This is just a recent article in a very long line of them dealing with what Brett
Farve would do.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol49/iss1/4
8
23

Sherwood: Alpine Footballers in the New World

Alpine Footballers in the New World

39

caused some very well known players to play for little or known money
to simply continue playing. The current U.S. Men's National Team
coach, Jurgen Klinsmann played for the Orange County Blue Stars of
the Professional Developmental League (4th Division) in the U.S.-five
years after he retired from professional soccer. Klinsmann did not play
for the money, but the continued desire to play was so very strong. 26
There have been a number of Swiss players who have chosen to finish
their careers in the United States after rather lengthy and successful
careers in Europe.
Before proceeding, an explanation of some of the unique characterisitics of the U.S. professional soccer system is needed. The top tier
of professional soccer in the United States is Major League Soccer. This
league has established itself by others in the world as somewhere in the
middle as terms of quality with players routinely being purchased by
larger European clubs. Many younger American players start their professional careers in MLS. The league is also run as a single-entity. Each
team is managed by a group of people or person, but all player contracts
are negotiated and owned by the league, and there is a salary-cap. This
is very different than the model used in almost every other professional
soccer league in the world. This structure does prevent massive spending for players, something that killed many former attempts at professional soccer in the United States.27
This structure does establish financial stability for the league, and
does prevent the so-called "name" players from joining the league due
to money concerns. There has been some change with regards to this
rule. There is now a "designated player" rule that allows teams to sign
a certain number of players whose salary counts only in part against the
teams' salary cap. Meaning, if a MLS team could sign Lionel Messi for
only $335,000, it would count against the cap. 28 With the introduction
26

Gaise, Frank. "U.S. Soccer ties Mexico, 1-1, in Jurgen Klinsmann's first game
as coach." Aug. 11, 2011, http://www.nj.com/soccer-news/index.ssf/2011/08/us_soccer_
ties_mexico_l- l_in_j .html (accessed Sept. 1, 2011).
27
In case you were wondering how much is spent on player salaries and transfers,
a recent article explains the situation. Douglas, Steve, "Top European clubs spent $2 billion on transfers." Sept. 1, 2011, http://sports.yahoo.com/soccer/news?slug=ap-europeantransferspending (accessed Sept. 1, 2011).
28
For further explanation read here-Bell, Jack, "M.L.S. Tweaks Designated Player Rule." Aug. 16, 2011, http://goal.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/08/16/m-l-s-tweaks-designated-player-rule/
(accessed
Sept. 1, 2011).
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of this rule, players with bigger names have joined MLS in recent years.
Examples would be English star David Beckham, French star Thierry
Henry, and Irish star Robbie Keene who all left major clubs in Europe to
play in the United States. This new rule allows teams to purchase players who are earlier in their careers and in theory improve the quality of
the play in MLS.
Now that the economics are out of the way, a look at the Swiss
players who have played in, or are currently playing in the MLS is in
order. These players generally fall into two categories: older players
ready for retirement, and a newer younger group that is looking for a
challenge different than they could find in Europe. MLS was created in
the aftermath of the World Cup of Soccer 1994 hosted by the United
States. In fact one of the provisions that FIFA gave the United States
when they awarded the tournament was that they needed a professional
soccer league. Some of the early foreign MLS players were those who
starred for their teams in World Cup 1994, but were reaching the end of
their playing career.
The first Swiss to play in Major League Soccer, Alain Sutter, is one
of those. Sutter joined the Dallas Bum in 1997 after a distinguished career
with Grasshoppers Zurich, Young Boys Bern, 1. FC Nuremberg, Bayem
Munich and SC Freiburg. In addition to his club play, Sutter represented
Switzerland 68 times with five goals. The midfielder was one of the most
well known and best players for the Swiss national team during the late
1980s and the early and mid 1990s. Rumors of his arrival in MLS started
to circulate in mid-1996 as his contract with SC Freiburg was set to expire .29 Originally, Sutter was scheduled to join the New England Revolution, but due to a contract dispute, he never joined that team.
In April 1997, Sutter finally joined the Dallas Bum and started
his MLS career on May 4 against D.C. United. 30 Much was expected of the veteran Swiss international. There were hopes that he could
raise the level of play in Dallas that had honestly been abysmal to that
29

"Revolution Put on Hold in Bid for Europe Star *Team Sources Say the Primary
Target is Switzerland International Midfielder Alain Sutter." The Providence Journal,
June 13, 1996, http://search.proquest.com/docview/3972 l 6233 ?accountid= 11033.
30
Chapman, Doug, "REVOLUTION JOURNAL Sutler's 1st Suitor is Feeling
Burned," The Providence Journal, Apr. 24, 1997, http://search.proquest.com/docview/39
7244388?accountid=l 1033.
31
Haydon, John, "Swiss Star Expected to Shine in Dallas," Washington Times, May
3, 1997, http://search.proquest.com/docview/409438644 ?accountid= 11033.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol49/iss1/4
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point. 31 Speaking right before his first match in the MLS he had this to
say, "Coming to play in MLS is a big adventure for me. My intention
and hope is that my experience helps elevate the league to even higher
levels. I am ready to make a big contribution." 32
After the first match which ended up as a win for Dallas, his coach
and teammate said this, "If we had had more time to get adjusted to
Alain, we could have had five or six goals,' Coach Dave Dir said. 'Alain
was phenomenal,' goalkeeper Mark Dodd said. 'He created four or five
great scoring chances." 33 There were some very high hopes for the
contribution that Sutter would make for t~e Dallas Bum and MLS,
in general. Sutter's view of the United States could best be summed
up with his choice of jersey number, he chose #66, in reference to the
iconic song "Route 66", the major view of the United States by many
Europeans. 34 In addition, his girlfriend who accompanied him to the
U.S. had some humorous comments about living in the U.S. She said,
"Yesterday, I had to go to the bank. And you put the check in the glass
tube and whoosh, it goes through. That was interesting," "But there are
a lot of good things: The grocery stores are open 24 hours, and stores
are open on Sundays." 35
Sutter's influence was felt very quickly with the Dallas Bum reeling off five straight wins after his arrival. 36 In fact, his arrival caused
such a positive stir, that he was awarded the MLS Player of the Month
award for May 1997 and after only a month in the league was chosen as
a player in the All-Star game. 37 After a highly successful 1997, players,
32
Goff, Steven, "United is Going Back to Finishing School; Arena Concerned about
Putting Away Opponent," The Washington Post, May 4, 1997, http://search.proquest.com/
docview/408333157?accountid= 11033.
33
Langdon, Jerry, "Bum Top United 3-2 in Sutter's Debut." USA Today, May 5,
1997, http://search.proquest.com/docview/408755959?accountid= 11033.
34
Timmermann, Tom, "Wrecking Crew? After Bond Issue Fails, Columbus Explores Other Options-Including Moving," St. Louis Post-Dispatch, May 10, 1997,
http://search.proquest.com/docview/403659660?accountid= 11033.
35
Dorson, J. R. (June 8, 1997). Liaisons help foreign players adjust. San Antonio
Express-News, pp. 11.S-11.S. Retrieved from http://search.proquest.com/docview/26196
6819?accountid= 11033
36
Landman, Brian, "Dallas' no. 66 Finding His Kicks," St. Petersburg Times, May
23, 1997, http://search.proquest.com/docview/263227545?accountid=1l033.
37
"D.C. United Attendance Up, but League's is Down," The Washington Post,
June 4, 1997, http://search.proquest.com/docview/408313203?accountid=l l033. Jones,
Grahame L., "Galaxy's Cienfuegos to Start in July 9 MLS all-Star Game.," Los Angeles
Times, June 19, 1997, http://search.proquest.com/docview/421299708?accountid= 11033.
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fans, coaches, and the media expected Sutter to continue his fine form
and raise the level of his game and that of those around him. 38 In early
May, Sutter stepped in a hole during training and tore some cartilage
in his hip. 39 Sutter returned to Switzerland to see a specialist and eventually aggravated his hamstring. Without Sutter, Dallas which had
great goals, floundered in 1997 .40 Sutter never played another match
of professional soccer. Despite the short stay, 25 matches over two
seasons, and only two goals, Sutter was an excellent representative for
the Swiss in MLS.
The second Swiss player to join the MLS was Raphael Wickey. Wickey grew up in Luggeren, Aaragau, Switzerland, and spent
the majority of his playing career in Switzerland with FC Sion. He
played over 130 matches for FC Sion over two different spells, intermixed with stops at Werner Bremen, Athletico Madrid, and Hamburger SV. His two stops in Germany were the most productive of
his career. Wickey also played 75 matches for the Swiss National
Team from 1996-2008, starting in the midfield in all four matches
of World Cup 2006. Interest from MLS started to heat up in 2008
when Chivas USA, a club in Los Angeles wanted to sign him from
Hamburger SV. 41 Chivas USA, a sister club to Chivas Guadalajara
entered the league in 2005.
The initial goal was to have only Hispanic players play for the
club following the parent clubs rules in Guadalajara. This proved
to be a disaster and after two seasons, Chiv as USA started to open
up its roster to non-Hispanic players. Prior to interest by Chivas
USA, the Columbus Crew had looked into bringing Wickey to cen38
Cerasuolo, Dick, "MLS Healthy and Kicking for its Second Season," Telegram
& Gazette, March 26, 1998, http://search.proquest.com/docview/268689580?accountid=
11033.
39
French, Scott, "Galaxy Vs. Dallas," Daily News, May 23, 1998, http://search.
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40
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tral Ohio.42 As the 2008 pre-season began, Wickey was introduced
as a new MLS signing and sent to play with Chivas USA. His role
was to be the same one that Sutter had almost a decade earlier, that
of playmaker. He would not score many goals, but his passes and
vision were needed to help improve on what had been two miserable years for the team. 43 By May 2008, it became apparent that
Wickey was not going to provide the answer that Chivas USA was
looking for. With only 48 minutes in three matches under his belt
due to crippling injuries, Wickey's MLS adventure was turning into
a nightmare .44
The nightmare continued until July 2008 when the team and
Wickey decided that surgery was needed on his injured ankle. He was
expected to be out for at least three months, but all signs pointed to
his return right at the end of the 2008 season, or returning for the 2009
season.45 He was placed on the disabled list and replaced on the active
roster. 46 Wickey did not play again during the 2008 season.
With the expansion of the Seattle Sounders entering the league,
the MLS held an expansion draft. Each team could only protect 11
of their players, Wickey was left unprotected, a possible sign that
Chivas USA was done with him despite their resigning him soon
before the draft. As a player from a given team was selected, that
team could remove another player from the draft. This provided an
opportunity for a team to get rid of players with large contracts who
were not producing, or younger players who were not progressing.
Wickey went undrafted and retired on March 1, 2009. Although not
as successful as Sutter, Wickey continued to open doors for Swiss
players to the MLS .47
43
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Blaise Nkufo was the third Swiss to join the MLS on the eve
of his retirement. Unlike Sutter and Wickey, Nkufo was the first and
only Swiss Designated Player to date in MLS. 48 NKufo, born in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, started his professional career at Lausanne- Sport in 1993. He jumped around between various Swiss and
Quatari teams before transferred to Mainz in Germany in 2001-2002.
During his brief stay at Mainz, he scored 20 goals in 42 matches.
Nkufo briefly joined Hannover, before he found a permanent home in
Twente in the Netherlands. From 2003-2010, he played in over 200
matches for the Dutch club and scored 114 goals-a club record. FC
Twente actually built a statue of Nkufo that sits right outside of their
stadium.49
As his contract was expiring with Twente, Nkufo desired to play
two more seasons near his wife and family who lived in Vancouver, Canada. The Seattle Sounders signed him in March 2010 with the understanding that he would not join the club until after the World Cup 2010 in South
Africa.50 Nkufo was signed to score goals, something that Seattle desperately needed.51 He would eventually score five times in 16 games for Seattle, while helping the team tum their season around. His presence forced
other teams to change their defense to handle him. This opened up more
opportunities for these teammates. That being said, Nkufo was still coming to the MLS as he entered the "twilight of his professional career."52
He started to have knee problems that limited his playing time. Part of
the issue could have been the fieldturf used at Qwest Stadium in Seattle,
Washington.53 Despite the nagging knee injury, Nkufo managed to score
three goals in a match in September, and was awarded the MLS Player of
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the Week honors.54 As the season ended and expansion in Vancouver and
Portland loomed, Nkufo was left exposed to be selected by Vancouver
or Portland, just as Wickey had been. There was much discussion about
Vancouver taking him, due to his family living in Vancouver.55 He went
undrafted and remained with Seattle, and when training camp rolled
around in January 2011, he was projected to be a starter for the club .56
By March, Nkufo and the Sounders management realized that the situation, despite the good things from the end of the 2010 season, was not
working. In the end of March there was a mutual separation between the
club and Nkufo.57 The question on his tenure remained open. Did he do
better than Wickey-yes! Was his impact as great as Sutter-probably
not. These three players all ended their careers in MLS, after playing a
long time. The wear and tear on their bodies drastically impacted their
effectiveness.
As Nkufo was ending his MLS experience and career, two more
Swiss were joining MLS. Unlike Sutter, Wickey, or Nkufo, they were in
the prime of their career. The arrival of Davide Chiumiento and Alain
Rochat in Vancouver signaled a very different sort of Swiss player in
MLS, those who are still in the prime of their careers. Chiumiento, born
in Heiden, Switzerland, is a classic example of the newer Swiss soccerplaying generation. His early life was spent in Saudi Arabia, Canada,
and Japan, as his father was often transferred for work. He had dreams
of playing for the Italian National team growing up, despite growing
up through the Swiss Youth National Team system. In 2004, he turned
down · a call by then Swiss NT coach Koebi Khun for a full national
team match as he held out for an Italian call-up.58 Chiumiento was with
Juventus of Turino from 2004-2007, with loans to Siena, Le Mans, and
BSC Young Boys. He was one of the rising stars in the midpoint of the
2000s. After a few years of going out on loans, he joined FC Luzern
54
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in 2007 for a $4.3 million dollar transfer fee. Chiumiento played three
seasons for the central Switzerland club and he experienced his finest
club seasons to date.59 In 88 matches, he scored 17 times and was a vital
cog in the Luzern midfield. He finally accepted a call-up to the Swiss
NT in 2010. As his contract expired with Luzern, there was speculation
as to where he would end up, his destination shocked many. Chiumiento
decided to join the Vancouver Whitecaps of USL 2, a team that was getting ready to make the jump to MLS in 2010.ro
This move sent shockwaves through the Swiss soccer community, an incredibly talented playmaker, leaving Europe at the prime of
his career to play second division soccer in Canada? It was very hard
for many to understand. According to Chiumiento himself, "I had two
or three conversations with the [Whitecaps] and I had a good feeling
about things and that is important for a player," he said in an interview.
"I wanted a new experience and I think the possibilities here are very
good." 61
This transfer was criticized by many people who looked at MLS as
a step down in competition. But it was a major change for Swiss players coming to the U.S.-no longer would simply those nearing the end
of their careers look to the U.S. and MLS as one last paycheck, but as
a place to play in the prime of one's career. As of mid September 2011,
Chiumiento's season was going well. In spite of a few injuries that kept
him out of five games, he had two goals, and eight assists for the first
year with Vancouver Whitecaps. Chiumiento's second goal, scored on
September 10 was named the goal of the week. He continues to be a
formidable presence for the team. It appears that the gamble for Chiumiento has paid off.
More Swiss players are arriving on an annual basis. Chiumiento
has a teammate at Vancouver, Alain Rochat, who formerly played for
59
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FC Zurich, but joined the expansion side along with him. Stefan Frei
came to the United States in High School, excelled at the University
of California, Berkley, and was drafted by Toronto FC, the first Swiss
player to be drafted into the MLS. He has played very well, and is the
long-time starter for Toronto FC.
Louis Crayton, a Swiss-Liberian played for DC United of the MLS
also played from 2008-2010. He finished his career with a lower division side in Minnesota. The list goes on when college soccer players are
included.
In the 2011-2012 season, there were at least ten Swiss playing on
various collegiate soccer teams in the United States and Canada. Will
most of these men play professionally? Probably not, but their experience in the United States and Canada will impact them greatly.
Swiss soccer has come a long way from its humble beginnings in
the end of the 19th century. They are a strong side, with major victories
to their credit. One of the most significant aspects of the Swiss soccer
success is its ability to export the sport to other areas of the world, including the United States and Canada.
- Georgia Military College
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